
ELEMENTS OF PLOT

The plot of a story refers to the sequence of the action which the author develops to build
suspense and interest.  This sequence or plot is what makes a reader want to continue reading a
story or novel until the end.  Thus, the author reveals his skill as a writer through the careful
blending of the following basic elements of plot.

CONFLICT: The overall problem against which a main character (protagonist) struggles is the
conflict.  For example, if a man decides to go fishing, he is putting human energy and skill
against the fish, trying to outwit and lure them to take his bait.  The beginning conflict appears to
be the struggle between the man and the fish.  Thus, a problem is established, but a plot with
interesting opposing forces had not yet developed.  Certain  complications or events intensify the
conflict.  Suddenly, the sky darkens, and rain, lightening, and wind begin to make the fishing
venture a dangerous one.  The reader wonders whether the man will return to the safety of land
before further problems occur.  The rain, lightening, and wind become heavier and more violent,
threatening not only the success of the venture but the man's safety.

CRISIS: Finally, the man makes a decision to return, struggles to start the motor, and heads the
boat toward shore, taking the long way back because the water is deeper and less rocky.  This
becomes the turning point (crisis) in the story because the decision to return by selecting another
route determines the ending of the story.  Still suspense is building as the reader wonders whether
a safe return will be possible.

CLIMAX: Suddenly, barely visible in the water is a small child floating on a rubber raft, tossed
violently by the storm.  Will the man in the boat see the child?  Can he be successful?  The
suspense continues to build until the man successfully hauls the child into the safety of the boat. 
The point of  highest interest (climax) or suspense is developed.  The reader then feels that the
venture will now probably be concluded without tragedy.

DÉNOUEMENT OR RESOLUTION: The two in the boat do reach the shore without further
difficulty.  The stormy, fishing venture is safely over without loss of life.  The action of the story
had evolved from a beginning conflict, through a crisis, and climax, to a satisfactory conclusion.
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